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A selection of questions and answers from this year’s meeting.  
 

 

I have heard you’ve been talking to MK Council about the transferral of land 
from them over to The Parks Trust, but how are you going about engaging with 
Parish Councils about this issue as well?  
We haven’t spoken with the council on this subject for several months now but we’re 
hopeful that with a new cabinet member in place there will be renewed commitment 
and greater clarity of the way forward for the council’s landscape. We identified for 
the Council the parks and landscapes that we felt would fit really well within our 
portfolio – typically the more extensive pieces of landscape such as Tongwell Lake, 
Mount Farm Lake and Railway Walk and the bits of lands and play parks that adjoin 
our existing land. These are the areas where we can add most value and achieve 
economies of scale. The smaller pieces of green around where people live, we think 
might be better looked after by the Parish Councils. We don’t want to tread on any 
parish council’s toes and each parish is different. We are really keen to help the 
parishes, to give advice if the parishes wanted us to on how to manage the land, 
prepare specifications and let contracts.   We have done this for some parishes 
already and have a close working relationship with some. We’d like to strengthen our 
relationship with those parishes where we have little contact. 
 
What plans do you have to replace ash trees removed due to Ash Die Back 
disease?  
We have written a policy and action plan regarding Ash Die Back and have taken 
advice.  It is clear we need to create diversity of tree species. As well as managing 
the ash trees and their decline, we will put planting programmes in place. Our priority 
is to tackle the trees on the edge of plantations near to people’s properties, roads 
and footpaths as these pose as safety risks, we will then move on to looking at trees 
further within plantations.  
 
As The Parks Trust have recently opened Campbell Wharf Marina, do you 
envision becoming more proactive in helping to secure a much better use of 
the waterways for everybody and have you a collaborative relationship with 
The Canal and River Trust?  
We would like to establish a relationship with the Canal and River Trust and join with 
other canal users and interest groups in coming up with a plan to improve the canal 
through MK. We are looking at the vegetation management on both sides of the 
canal; we think there’s lots of opportunities to open up views from the canal across 
our parks as you don’t necessarily see all the wonderful parks and green spaces if 



you’re travelling through Milton Keynes on a canal boat.  But much of the vegetation 
that needs managing belongs to the Canal and Rivers Trust and we need them to 
play their part.  We have a list of other things we’d like them to do such as opening 
up visitor moorings for people holidaying on the canal in Milton Keynes and signs 
and information points highlighting interesting places to visit in MK.  
 
Do you have intentions of planting fruit trees within new plantations?  
Milton Keynes already has hundreds of fruit trees and orchards many of them are 
neglected and the fruit rots on the trees. We have some on our land and some of 
these are well used. I’m not sure we need more. We will be renovating the orchard at 
Stanton low that we acquired a couple of years ago. 
 
Do you intend to officially acknowledge the ecological crisis we are in? How 
will The Parks Trust fulfil Milton Keynes Council’s ambition in becoming 
carbon neutral by 2030?  
We recognise the world is facing a climate emergency and feel we are already 
contributing significantly towards the Council’s ambition that the city be carbon 
neutral by 2030.  But we don’t really have a good enough understanding of what this 
will mean in practice and what we need to do to make a bigger contribution. We have 
commissioned the Carbon Trust to help us better understand what we can and 
should do and will be developing a plan of action.  Hats off to Milton Keynes Council 
for making the pledge. 
 


