
Key features of a compass 

Direction of
travel arrow

Base plate

Ruler for scale 

Rotating bezel
Orienting lines 

Index line  

Needle

Orienting arrow

(This is where we read the bearing) 



H
ow

 to use a com
pass on the m

ap
to take a bearing.

3. Lay the com
pass on the m

ap w
ith the left hand

straight side of the base plate lining up w
ith your

current 
position 

and 
direction 

of 
travel 

arrow
pointing in direction of your destination. M

ove the
base plate so that it form

s a line betw
een location

and destination.

5.  Look at index line to read the bearing. It w
ill

be a num
ber betw

een 0 and 360 degrees.  

4. Rotate the bezel so that the orienting lines are
lined up w

ith N
orth and South on the m

ap. U
se

the gridlines for this, m
aking sure N

orth on bezel
points to N

orth on m
ap.

 2. Find the location you w
ant to travel to on

the m
ap (B)

1. Find your current location on the m
ap (A).

Turn the red
w

heel so the lines
point north to

south on the m
ap.


